25 Years Of Interest

Bullard Bank Peeks

Into 1983 Time Capsule I

By KELLY GOOCH
Staff Writer

BULLARD — Antendees did
not know what was going to be
in a 25-year-old time capsule
opened at Austin Bank on
Wednesday.

Prior to its opening, Jeff
Auvstin TIT joked that he didn’t
think a Commeodore 64 comput-
er would be able to fit.

With the help of wrenches,
the time capsule was eventually
opened and former bank director
Terry Cowan showed everyone
what was inside.

There were area newspapers
from 1983, a New Testament, a
history book about Bullard from
1800 to 1977, and a church bul-
letin, among other things.

Headlines from the Tyler
Morning Telegraph included
“0il Prices Trigger Dow Gain”
and “Truckers Strike Called

In an edition of the
Jacksonville Daily  Progress,
there was a story about illegal
immigrants and the front page of
a Frankston Citizen was also part
of the time capsule.

Patsy Harper, whose hushand
died two years ago, was sur-
prised to find out exactly what he

had left for her to find in the time |9

capsule.

She looked at the various
items he left, including a roll of
pennies, a wrist watch, dog tags
and a cross, while she pointed
out what they were,

“This is kind of like having
him home again,” Harper said.

The time capsule was placed
by the front entrance with a
plaque over it in 1983 at the First
National Bank of Bullard, which
15 now Austin Bank.

Cowan, who was a director of
the hank from 1983 to 2002, said
he bought the property, where

. Austin Bank now sits, in the late

19705 with the idea of building a
bank on that spot.

He said he deeded the proper-
ty to the bank and went on to be
a director.

Other directors at the time
were Billy Bacon, John Cowan,
Martin . Sammons, Walter
Cook, Thelma Cravy, Comer
Hudson, Carol Oates, Jerry
Parker, Jack Studdard and EJ.
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Young,
release,

The release also states that
the original president was Billy

according to a news

Jack Dunklin and the .executive
vice president was J.C.
Rutherford.

Patty Steelman, director of
marketing for Austin Bank. said
that back in 1983, the town had a
population of 890 and included a
11.5. Post Office and a four-way
stop.

She said the population has
now grown to 3,700,
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A LOOK BACK: Above, Terry Cowan, former director of First National Bank of Bullard, removes the contents from
a time capsule placed in what is now the Austin Bank building in Bullard in 1983. Below, Cowan examines the cap-
sule’s contents. It contained a New Testament, several area newspapers, a roll of pennies and other various items.

Bullard . resident Martha
Langford was a member of the
bank when it first opened and
remembered a rain. coming
through town at the ime and a

particular grocery store and doc-
tor’s office being in Bullard.
Eventually, Steelman said
Austin Bank purchased First
National Bank of Bullard in |
2004 and moved down the street
from where their old office was.
Although they weren't there
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